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EUROPE BETWEEN CONFERENCES 





-t HE breathing spell between the Repa- 

ration Conference and the London 
Naval Conference has been marked by a 
serious domestic upset in France, a deter- 
mined but seemingly abortive Nationalist 
assault on the Young plan in Germany and 
an attempt to regulate Franco-Italian 
naval relations. 


French Cabinet Crisis 

The sudden fall of the Briand Ministry 
on October 22 has thrown France once 
more into political turmoil. From the 
first, the position of the Cabinet which was 
formed on July 29—admittedly as a stop- 
gap to allow the Hague Conference to 
meet according to schedule—was regarded 
as unstable. Nevertheless its sudden de- 
feat on the opening day of Parliament 
came as a distinct surprise to all con- 
cerned. A snap vote on procedure re- 
sulted in the anti-government majority of 
only eleven which caused Briand’s down- 
fall. His desire for a short delay in the 
debate on the Hague agreements and on 
Rhineland evacuation was opposed by a 
combination of Socialists and Radicals, 
who have been the supporters of his con- 
ciliatory foreign policy. The vote seems 
to have been a purely political move, un- 
connected with the merits of Briand’s 
policy. Unfortunately it seems to indi- 
cate a return to the French major indoor 
sport of politics, which brought the coun- 
try to the verge of ruin in 1926 before 
Poincaré took the reins of government 
firmly in his hands. 


As yet it has been impossible to form 
anew Ministry able to command a stable 
majority in Parliament. President Dou- 
mergue first asked Edouard Daladier, 
newly elected head of the Radical So- 
Cialist party, to attempt the formation of 


a cabinet. After a couple of days of ne- 
gotiation, it was announced that Briand 
had accepted the post of Foreign Minister 
under Daladier and it seemed as though 
the latter might succeed in building a 
Cabinet of the Left which could be 
counted on to put through the Hague 
agreements. Trouble came at once, how- 
ever, over the participation of the Social- 
ists. Except in the case of the Union 
Sacrée during the war, the Socialists 
have never sat in a Ministry. Even now, 
for reasons of domestic politics, they are 
reluctant to assume the responsibility of 
government. The parliamentary section 
of the party on October 27 voted by 36 
to 12 to accept Daladier’s offer of a num- 
ber of Cabinet posts equal to those held 
by his own Radical party. However, op- 
position to this course coming from im- 
portant Parliamentary leaders, including 
Leon Blum and Vincent Auriol, was 
strong. The Socialist party congress on 
October 28 debated the question for many 
hours without result and later voted 
against participation, on the ground that 
association with the Radicals would 
greatly diminish Socialist strength in the 
country at large. Briand has since with- 
drawn his support of Daladier and the lat- 
ter has given up the attempt to form a 
government. It now appears likely that 
Briand himself will try to construct a 
Ministry of the Centre and moderate 
Right, including the Radical Socialists. 
The effect of the crisis on the solution 
of many important problems with which 
France is faced remains to be seen. These 
are the putting into effect of the Hague 
agreements, including evacuation of the 
Rhineland, the forthcoming negotiations 
with Germany for the return of the Saar 
and the question of the International 
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Bank. Furthermore there is the five-power 
London naval conference scheduled for 
the end of January to prepare for, and the 
allied problem of Franco-Italian naval 
parity in the Mediterranean to consider. 


A Mediterranean Locarno? 


NDICATIONS are that, as one ob- 

server has expressed it, the Mediter- 
ranean will be to the forthcoming London 
Naval Conference what the Pacific was to 
the Washington Conference in 1921. The 
problem of Franco-Italian naval parity 
and the question of limitation or abolition 
of submarines affect both North African 
colonial difficulties and control of the most 
important British trade route to India. 
Italy demands complete parity with 
France. The latter maintains that she has 
not only a Mediterranean coast line to 
consider but an Atlantic and a Channel 
coast to protect, as well as her possessions 
in Indo-China. Britain’s well-known pol- 
icy, meanwhile, has been to have a fleet 
equal to any combined force which may 
oppose her in the Mediterranean. 


A proposed settlement has been rumored 
in the form of a naval Locarno in the 
Mediterranean under the guarantee of the 
British fleet. M. Briand before he fell 
was said to be contemplating an offer of 
“defensive naval parity” to Italy by which 
France should agree never to maintain 
forces in the Mediterranean superior to 
those of Italy. France would retain com- 
plete liberty in regard to her Atlantic 
fleet, but would promise never to move 
any of these ships into the Mediterranean 
except in the case of an unprovoked ag- 
gression against her. The whole settle- 
ment would be under the guarantee of 
Great Britain. The Council of the League 
would have the power to determine 
whether or not an attack were unprovoked 
and the League Covenant and the Kellogg 
pact accordingly violated. The fall of the 
French Cabinet has of course temporarily 
side-tracked these reported proposals. 


The Nationalist Fiasco 


HE German government has shown 

great energy in combating the plebi- 
scite on the Young plan engineered by the 
Nationalists under the leadership of Hu- 
genberg and Hitler. It now seems prac- 
tically certain that the latter will not 
secure the 4,000,000 signatures necessary 
to initiate the legislation they desire. 


Dr. Stresemann had been buried only 
ten days when the lists were opened on 
October 16 for signatures of voters de- 
manding Reichstag action, or failing that, 


Page Two 








a national referendum on the Young plan 
and on the war guilt question. The Na. 
tionalist bill demands: 


(1) That the German government forth. 
with notify foreign governments that the ad- 
mission of war guilt imposed on Germany by 
coercion is contrary to historic truth and 
therefore has no international validity; and 
that the German government undertake forma] 
action to repeal the three articles of the Ver- 
sailles Treaty dealing with war guilt (Article 
231) and Rhineland occupation (Articles 429 
and 430); 


(2) That Germany undertake no new bur. 
dens or reparation obligations based on ad- 
mission of war guilt, any Reich official pledg- 
ing Germany to such obligations being liable 
to trial for high treason. 


On the first day after the lists were 
opened, President Hindenburg sent an 
open letter to Chancellor Miiller, protest- 
ing against the use of his name in sup- 
port of, or in opposition to, the Young 
plan. The Reich government at once is- 
sued a strong reproof, directed primarily 
against the Hugenberg group, which was 
mentioned by name. Two days later, 
President Hindenburg again protested 
vehemently, this time specifically against 
the insult to the Reich government im- 
plied in the accusation of high treason. 


On October 10 a meeting of all the 
Ministers of Internal Affairs of the fed- 
eral German States took place in Berlin 
at which concerted action against Nation- 
alist propaganda was determined upon. 
As a result, Prussia has ordered the dis- 
solution of the fascist Stahlhelm organi- 
zation in the Rhineland and in Westphalia 
on the grounds of its militarist activities. 
Moreover, the Reich Government an- 
nounced that it would broadcast replies 
to the Nationalists on the radio, and dur- 
ing the past few weeks many prominent 
Ministers have gone “on the air.” It is 
reported that Hugenberg refused a chal- 
lenge to a radio debate on the question. 


Hugenberg’s linking of war guilt with 
acceptance of the Young plan was seem- 
ingly a very clever attempt to draw a red 
herring across the trail. It is a tribute 
to the intelligence of German democracy 
that it has not allowed its convictions 
about war guilt to befuddle its thinking 
with respect to the reparation question. 


Meanwhile, since September 14 when 
the first detachment of British troops left 
Bad Schwalbach and Ké6nigstein, more 
and more Rhineland towns have been 
evacuated. It is expected that the Cob- 
lenz (Second) zone will be completely 
evacuated by British, French and Belgian 
troops by November 30—forty-one days 
earlier than the treaty date. ys. w. 
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